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VISITORS WITHOUT DOLLARS OR PASSPORTS: SOME OF THE AMERICAN LAND BIRDS 


This is the time of year when we welcome to this country a great many visitors 
from the United States July and August being the peak period. However, 
some of the visitors who come to this country fly in across the Atlantic regardless 
of peak periods and they do not bring with them dollars, tickets or passports 
but, nevertheless, are as welcome here as any other visitors who are 
attracted to Great Britain. Some of these American migrants are shown above 
in this series of drawings by our Special Artist, Neave Parker, who has included 
a map showing the distribution of sightings of American birds in Britain. 
Mr. Parker has based these drawings on information supplied by Mr. R. S. R. 
Fitter who writes: ‘ The first American bird was reported from the British 
Isles as long ago as 1801, when a Red-breasted Snipe or Dowitcher was shot 


on the coast of Devon in the month of October. In the following year a Painted 
Bunting was caught in the Isle of Portland. This was seen by the distinguished 
ornithologist, Colonel George Montagu, who pronounced that it had probably 
escaped from a cage on board some ship going up Channel or in Weymouth 
Harbour. Most ornithologists during the next 150 years agreed with Montagu 
that small song-birds were unlikely to be able to cross the Atlantic unaided, 
and, accordingly, the many such birds that were recorded were not allowed a 
place in the official lists of British Birds compiled by the British Ornithologists’ 
Union. Nowadays opinion has changed, and the majority of contemporary 
ornithologists would probably agree with Mr. Kenneth Williamson, Director 
of the Fair Isle Bird Observatory, that in favourable weather conditions, 
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Drawn by our Special Artist, Neave Parker, F.R 
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WHICH HAVE CROSSED THE ATLANTIC AND BEEN RECORDED IN THE BRITISH ISLES. 


migrating birds, even quite small ones, may easily be swept off their course followed by the Red-winged Blackbird fifteen times, some of them probably 
down the eastern seaboard of North America and carried over the Atlantic escaped cage-birds|}; American Robin, eight times, and American Goshawk, 
in a vast ‘‘ low.’’ Ringing returns have proved that land birds can cross the six times. In recent years more American land birds than ever before have 
Atlantic in such a storm for, in 1927, a Lapwing was shot in Newfoundland been reported, besides numerous waders and duck. This is doubtless at least 
that had been ringed at Ullswater, in the Lake District. A recent analysis, partly due to the much increased number of bird-watchers during the past 
by W. B. Alexander and myself, of North American land birds that have been twenty years. Recently recorded American land birds include a Myrtle 
recorded in the British Isles showed that seventy-five individual birds, of more Warbler in Devon in January, 1955, a Black-billed and four Yellow-billed 
than thirty different species, have occurred here. The majority have been Cuckoos in the autumn of 1953, an American Robin on Lundy in the Bristol! 
recorded at the normal migration times in spring and autumn, more than Channel in October 1952, and a Red-eyed Vireo on the Tuskar Rock, 
one-third of them in the months of October and November. The most numerous Co. Wexford, in October 1951. Mr. Fitter is well known in ornithological 
species has been the Yellow-billed Cuckoo, which has occurred seventeen times, circles and as the author of ‘‘ London's Natural History.’’ 


F.R.S.A., with the co-operation of R. S. R. Fitter. 





SUPPLEMENT TO THE ILLUSTRATED LONDON NEWS 


RECENTLY 
DISCOVERED 
IN YORK: 
MEDIAVAL 
ALABASTER 
CARVINGS. 


QO’ April 3, workmen digging 
foundations for a garage 
on the site of the former House 
of the Holy Priests in the Hungate 
area of York, discovered three 
medieval alabaster tables. Por- 
tions of three further tables, also 
of the late fifteenth or early 
sixteenth century, were later 
found on the site at a depth of 
3 ft. 6 ins. These alabasters 
were described by Mr. G. F. 
Willmot, Keeper of the Yorkshire 
Museum at York (where they are 
now on view), as ‘‘ the most 
important find of this kind for 
many years.’’ The carvings were 
carefully buried face downwards, 
and may have been hidden by 
chantry priests from the House 
of the Holy Priests at the time of 
the Reformation. It is possible 
that the reredos came from 
St. William’s College, a house of 
chantry priests attached to York 
Minster, where there was a 
chapel probably dedicated to St. 
William. After the dissolution 
of the chantries in 1548, St. 
William’s College was sold, but 
‘* THE VIRGIN IN GLORY ”’ : ONE OF THE IMPORT- the smaller house of chantry 
ANT ALABASTER CARVINGS FOUND BY WORKMEN priests in Hungate survived until PROBABLY REPRESENTING THE TRINITY, WITH TWO DONORS IN THE 
DIGGING IN THE HUNGATE AREA OF YORK EARLY [ Continued below, left LOWER CORNERS: A LATE FIFTEENTH OR EARLY SIXTEENTH-CENTURY 
IN APRIL. (21 by 7}$ ins.) ALABASTER TABLE, FORMING PART OF A REREDOS. 24 by 15 ins. 


BELIEVED TO REPRESENT THE BIRTH OF ST. WILLIAM WITH HIS UNCLE, KING TWO FURTHER SCENES FROM THE LIFE OF ST. WILLIAM: KING EDWARD I 
STEPHEN, BESIDE THE BED: AN ALABASTER WHICH USES THE NORMAL FORMULA FALLING FROM A MOUNTAIN AND SAVED BY ST. WILLIAM: AND THE RECOVERY 
FOR A NATIVITY OF THE VIRGIN 194 by 154 in OF A FISHERBOY DROWNED IN THE OUSE 19} by 154 is 

( inued 

the mo of Elizabeth. During the reign of Queen Mary one or two of the the remaining panels represent scenes from the life of St. William of York, who 
priests from St. William's College are known to have moved to the House died in 1154 and was canonised in 1227. It is known from the Freemen’s 
of the Holy Priests where there is no evidence for a chapel. The two chantry Rolls that there were alabasterers working in York, and with the help of 
priests as donors seen in the Trinity table (top right) may represent priests these examples it may now be possible to differentiate the work of the 
of St. William’s College. Apart trom this and the ‘' Virgin in Glory "’ carving, York workshops from those of the more famous school at Nottingham. 





